The Pitfalls of "Local Control"

Local politicians are under political pressure to keep water rates low, but failing to properly fund a system
puts drinking water and public health at risk. Experts worry that this push for “local control” — keeping a
system under government control without independent regulatory oversight — can politicize utility decision-
making and lead to under-investment in infrastructure.
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One often-overlooked benefit of working with a water company is that water rates and infrastructure investments
are de-politicized. Rate decisions are made by experts at the public utility commission in fields such as
engineering and finance through an exhaustive, evidence-based process — not by politicians worried about their
next election. And while local officials have many competing priorities and a vast array of services to provide,
private water professionals can focus solely on running an efficient utility that delivers safe drinking water.




